Povidone-iodine ointment: no effect of split skin graft healing time.
In major burns, local treatment of the split skin graft after a burn injury is important to prevent serious infectious complications. Topical burn wound therapy may improve the bacteriological condition of the wound, which in turn may improve the successful take of a skin graft. Delay of wound healing is an undesired side effect of these topical anti-microbial agents. It is known that povidone-iodine has many clinical advantages. In view of this, the total healing time of the freshly grafted burn wound was studied. In this prospective study, comparable areas of the same patient were treated with povidone-iodine ointment or with simple vaseline gauze. There was no statistical difference in the total wound healing time between the treated and the control group.